
1 
 

Arts & Culture at Rollins College: Fall 2019 
 

Annie Russell Theatre 
Productions are ticketed. Faculty and staff receive two complimentary tickets to each show, while 
students receive one complimentary ticket. Make reservations by contacting boxoffice@rollins.edu 
or (407) 646-2145. Let the box office know if you would like to attend with another patron, as seats 
are assigned. Additionally, contact the box office to arrange a visit to your classroom from a member 
of the creative team. 
 
The Humans  
Written by Stephen Karam 
Directed by Thomas Ouellette 
 
Friday, September 27 at 8p  
Saturday, September 28 at 8p 
Sunday, September 29 at 4p 
Wednesday, October 2 at 8p 
Thursday, October 3 at 8p 
Friday, October 4 at 8p 
Saturday, October 5 at 2p and 8p 
 
 “I think it’s scary to be alive—but also exhilarating and joyful,” says playwright Stephen Karam. His 
worldview sets the stage for The Humans, at once a witty domestic comedy, intense family drama, and 
goose-pimply thriller. The Orlando premiere of this piercing and perceptive Pulitzer-Prize finalist and 
winner of the 2016 Best Play Tony Award opens our 2019-2020 season. 
 
The Humans is a candid look at a middle-class under economic siege, and the differing responses across 
generations and between varying geographic areas of the country. The play explores an enthralling 
spectrum of ups and downs – what being a family is all about. 
 
Private Lies: Improvised Film Noir  
Created and Directed by David Charles 
 
Friday, November 15 at 8p  
Saturday, November 16 at 8p 
Sunday, November 17 at 4p 
Wednesday, November 20 at 8p 
Thursday, November 21 at 8p 
Friday, November 22 at 8p 
Saturday, November 23 at 2p and 8p 
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Private Lies is set in the Prohibition era of hardboiled private detectives and intoxicating femmes 
fatales. The stakes are sky-high as our anti-hero Private Eye Richard Lies wrestles with personal 
demons and races against time as though the very fate of his Gotham-like city depends on it—because 
it does! Each performance of this longform improvisation is one-of-a-kind as audiences scramble to 
untangle motives and offer clues. 
 
This world premiere format was developed with generous assistance from the Rollins College Student-
Faculty Collaborative Scholarship Program. The show offers a unique look at issues of gender, race, 
politics, and socioeconomics in early 1930s America. 
 
Expressions Dance Concert 
December 6 at 7p  
December 7 at 4p 
Enjoy pieces in a wide variety of styles choreographed by faculty and students. **Tickets are not 
required for this particular event, and seating is first come, first served. 
 

Cornell Fine Arts Museum 

Exhibitions 
Admission to all exhibitions is free and open to the public. For a private tour for your class, contact 
Elizabeth Coulter at ECoulter@rollins.edu. 

Ut Pictura Poesis: Walt Whitman and the Poetry of Art  
September 21 – December 29 
 
 The year 2019 marks the bicentennial of Walt Whitman’s birth, an event of special relevance to the 
Rollins College campus. The Rollins College Archives possesses an extensive collection of original 
materials and one of the most expansive by and about Whitman in the country, including a first edition 
of Leaves of Grass, as well as personal papers and correspondence.  
 
This exhibition examines the impact of Whitman’s work on American life and culture, past and present, 
by drawing connections between his ideas, motifs, symbolism, and persona, and contemporary artistic 
responses. The combination of archival materials and works of art encourages viewers to reflect on the 
symbiotic relationship between literature, cultural criticism and visual art. While previous exhibitions 
have addressed Whitman’s influence on the artists of his time, Ut Pictura Poesis: Walt Whitman and 
the Poetry of Art is unique in that it explores the impact of the poet’s work on a select group of 
contemporary artists. Bridging past and present, the objects on display speak to Whitman’s humanist 
approach and social sensibilities as well as to the artists’ engagement with his thought and legacy. 
Works by Leonard Baskin, David Hockney, and Sara VanDerBeek are displayed alongside Whitman’s 
manuscripts, photographs, and illustrated first editions of his seminal texts. This exhibition is curated 
by CFAM in collaboration with the Rollins College Archives and Special Collections at Olin Library and 
the English Department, and is accompanied by an illustrated catalogue available in the museum store.  
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The Place as Metaphor: Collection Conversations 
September 21 – December 29 
 
In his 2016 lecture at Rollins, artist Trevor Paglen noted that making art is having a conversation with 
all the people around you, as well as with all other artists who have made images through the 
centuries. The multi-faceted lens of art helps us make sense of our history, the world we live in, and 
how it could be different.  
 
Featuring a mixture of collection favorites, works that have not been on view in a long time, and 
debuting new acquisitions, The Place as Metaphor builds conversations around ways of seeing. The 
works selected for this exhibition illustrate the notion of “place” in its varied definitions. Literal places 
may refer to cities– as in works by Jonas Lie (1880-1940)– be they real, constructed, or reconstructed. 
Symbolic places include historical moments, such as the Alyah portfolio by Salvador Dalí (Spanish, 
1904-1989), commissioned to commemorate the formation of the State of Israel, as well as historical 
objects with multivalent interpretations, such as the segmented replica of the Statue of Liberty, We 
The People, by Danh Vo (Vietnamese, b. 1975) and religious objects that inhabited places of faith. 
Other works reflect on the space included in or inhabited by sculptural objects, such as Measure 4 
(10’), 2017 by Josephine Halvorson (American, b. 1981) which considers the notion of measurement in 
three-dimensional media 
 
Celebrating the transformation of our permanent collection in the last five years, during which 700 
new works of art were acquired, the exhibition is a reminder of the broad scope of the collection and 
the many trans-historical conversations it engenders. The works in the gallery periodically change and 
on occasion feature long-term loans in conversation with works from the permanent collection.  
 
African American Art in the 20th Century 
September 21 – December 29 
 
The Smithsonian American Art Museum is home to one of the most significant collections of African 
American art in the world. In 2019, SAAM organized the exhibition African American Art in the 20th 
Century that is traveling to several cities across the United States. This exhibition presents nearly 50 
paintings and sculptures by 32 African American artists from SAAM’s collection. These artists came to 
prominence during the period bracketed by the Harlem Renaissance and the Civil Rights movement. 
The means of these artists varied—from modern abstraction to stained color to the postmodern 
assemblage of found objects—and their subjects are diverse. Benny Andrews, Ellis Wilson and William 
H. Johnson speak to the dignity and resilience of people who work the land. Jacob 
Lawrence and Thornton Dial, Sr. acknowledge the struggle for economic and civil rights. Sargent 
Johnson, Loïs Mailou Jones, and Melvin Edwards address the heritage of Africa, and images by Romare 
Bearden celebrate jazz musicians. Sam Gilliam, Felrath Hines and Alma Thomas conducted innovative 
experiments with color and form.  
 
The featured artworks were created at significant social and political moments in America. Words of 
Howard University philosophy professor Alain Locke, novelist James Baldwin, Civil Rights leader 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and their contemporaries provided insight and inspiration. In 
response, these artists created an image of America that recognizes individuals and community and 
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acknowledges the role of art in celebrating the multivalent nature of American society. This exhibition 
is organized by the Smithsonian American Art Museum. 
 
At Leisure: Images of Repose from the Permanent Collection 
September 21 – December 29 
 
This exhibition of works from the museum’s permanent collection, features images of leisure and 
repose. In The Poetics of Space, French philosopher Gaston Bachelard considers our relationship to the 
spaces we inhabit and the significance of these experiences “[…] the house shelters day-dreaming, the 
house protects the dreamer, the house allows one to dream in peace.” This exhibition presents a 
selection of works that depict interior scenes and leisurely activities in private settings at home and in 
nature. Featuring two important recent acquisitions to the museum’s permanent collection—An 
Elegant Company Playing a Game of Trictrac in an Interior and An Elegant Company Playing Music in an 
Interior, both by 17th century Dutch painter Dirck Hals, At Leisure explores ideas of leisurely activity, 
moments of respite, and enjoyment. These works by European and American artists from the 17th to 
the early 20th century, invite us to reflect on how we experience our surroundings and how artists 
articulate visually notions of repose and recreation. This exhibition is a complement to The Place as 
Metaphor: Collection Conversations and features works by Paul Cézanne, Roger Fry, Dirck Hals, Nicolas 
Lancret, Elie Nadelman, and John Sloan.  
 
 

Special Events and Lectures 
All events and lectures are free, open to the public, and there are no tickets or reservations required. 

Saturday, September 21 ǀ 1 p.m.  
MUSEUM DAY TOUR 
Celebrate Smithsonian Magazine’s Museum Day with a special highlights tour inspired by the 2019 
theme: Smithsonian Year of Music. Explore works in the exhibitions African American Art in the 20th 
Century on view from the Smithsonian American Art Museum; At Leisure: Images of Repose from the 
Permanent Collection; and The Place as Metaphor: Collection Conversations.   

Tuesday, September 24| 6 p.m.   
LECTURE: Immersed in Modernism: The Art and Collection of George L.K. Morris and 
Suzy Frelinghuysen in their House & Studio 
Kinney Frelinghuysen 
Director of the Susy Frelinghuysen and George L.K. Morris House & Studio 
This lecture examines the legacy of American abstract artists George L.K. Morris and Suzy 
Frelinghuysen. The painting Precision Bombing by Morris, on view in the exhibition The Place as 
Metaphor: Collection Conversations serves as a point of entry to consider the impact of the work by 
these artists in the history of American art.  
 
Friday, September 27| 11 a.m.   
TOUR: Latin American and Latinx Artists in the Permanent Collection 
Gisela Carbonell 
Curator, Cornell Fine Arts Museum 



5 
 

In celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month, this tour will explore works by Latin American and Latinx 
artists in the collection. Works discussed include pieces currently on view as well as works selected 
from the museum’s vault.  
 
Tuesday, October 22| 6 p.m.   
LECTURE: African American Art in the 20th Century 
Virginia M. Mecklenburg  
Chief Curator, Smithsonian American Art Museum 
Join Smithsonian American Art Museum’s Curator Virginia Mecklenburg for an in-depth look into the 
diverse perspectives that make up the American story as reflected by the broad selection of works in 
this exhibition. The lecture will focus on the artistic production that emerged during the Harlem 
Renaissance and throughout the decades that followed, culminating in the civil rights movement.  
 
Friday, October 25|11 a.m.   
LECTURE: From the Renaissance to Today” Transhistorical Notes on the Collection 
Ena Heller 
Director, Cornell Fine Arts Museum 
Almost 60 years ago, George Kubler’s book The Shape of Time challenged the accepted art historical 
narrative by suggesting that art is simply the visual manifestation of a continuous conversation through 
time. If that is so, what is the link between contemporary paintings and the Renaissance? How does 
ancient or medieval symbolism inform artists today? Does the history of art play a role in today’s 
research-intensive practices? Join Ena Heller, the Bruce A. Beal Director of CFAM, as she delves into the 
continuum of art history in search of answers to these questions and illustrates them with works from 
the permanent collection.  

Tuesday, November 5| 6 p.m.   
FILM SCREENING & LECTURE: Whitman Alabama 
Jennifer Crandall, Ben Hudson 
Filmmaker and Journalist & Associate Professor of English at Rollins College 
A selection of “verses” or segments from Jennifer Crandall’s Emmy nominated film Whitman Alabama 
will be screened followed by a lecture and discussion. The film brings Whitman’s words into our 
contemporary context. This presentation is a complement to the exhibition Ut Pictura Poesis: Walt 
Whitman and the Poetry of Art, which celebrates the bicentennial of the acclaimed American poet.  
 
Friday, November 22| 11 a.m.   
TOUR: Ut Pictura Poesis: Walt Whitman and the Poetry of Art 
Deborah Prosser 
Director, Olin Library at Rollins College 
This tour will highlight archival materials, first editions, and original manuscripts and photographs from 
the William Sloane Kennedy Memorial Collection of Whitmaniana on display alongside contemporary 
works of art. In the context of Whitman’s bicentennial, his enduring legacy is examined in light of his 
impact on contemporary artists.  
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Bach Festival  
Bach Festival events are free to those who present R-Cards (contingent upon available seating). If you 
are interested in bringing your class as a group, your best course of action is to contact Rhonda 
Burnham at 407.646.2121 to possibly attend a final dress rehearsal. 
 
Insights & Sounds: Handel’s Heroines and Heroes 
September 26 from 7:30 to 9p | Tiedtke Concert Hall, Keene Music Building 
Hear beautiful and exhilarating arias, choruses, and overtures from Handel’s magnificent oratorios.  
Some charming and others majestic, Handel’s pieces display his prodigious genius. 
 
Haydn’s Creation 
October 26 from 7 to 9p | Knowles Memorial Chapel 
October 27 from 3 to 5p | Knowles Memorial Chapel 
Through the art of music, Haydn describes the “chaos” of a non-existent world, the bliss of Adam and 
Eve, and the humor of a creeping lowly worm. Haydn considered The Creation one of his greatest 
challenges and most profound accomplishments, even asking God “to grant me the talent needed to 
praise Him worthily.” 
 
Insights & Sounds: Bach’s Moravian Music Heritage 
November 14 from 7:30 to 9p | Tiedtke Concert Hall, Keene Music Building 
By bringing their love of music with them from Europe, the Moravians affected the musical life of 
young America. In addition to establishing the first Bach Society in America, the Moravians are our 
linage to baroque and classical era masterpieces.  
 

Department of Music 
All Department of Music events are free and open to the public except for Mister Rogers: The 
Musician and Christmas Vespers. For those events, Rollins faculty and staff receive two 
complimentary tickets, while Rollins students receive one complimentary ticket. To reserve, contact 
the Rollins Box Office at BoxOffice@rollins.edu or call (407) 646-2145. 
 
Faculty Recital  
October 10 from 7:30 to 8:30p | Tiedtke Concert Hall, Keene Music Building 
Featuring Caitlin Mohr, soprano and Gloria Cook, piano in an evening of dramatic vocal literature 
featuring the ornamented music of Purcell, the beloved lieder of Mozart, Schubert and Wolf, Poulenc’s 
playful melodies, and Granados’ spicy compositions.  The recital will culminate with a variety of strong 
female characters from the world of musical theater.    
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Choral Concert 
October 17 from 7:30 to 8:30p | Tiedtke Concert Hall, Keene Music Building 
Multiple choral ensembles from the Virginia S. & W. W. Nelson Department of Music in a performance 
featuring sets of Shakespearean tunes and vocal jazz standards. 
 
Mister Rogers: The Musician 
November 8 from 7:30 to 8:30p | Tiedtke Concert Hall, Keene Music Building 
November 9 from 5 to 6p | Tiedtke Concert Hall, Keene Music Building 
November 9 from 7:30 to 8:30p | Tiedtke Concert Hall, Keene Music Building 
Featuring faculty, Voctave, students and guests in a performance of the well-known and the lesser 
known music of Mister Rogers, highlighting the success of his gentle musical language that has touched 
millions all over the world. **This event is ticketed. See above. 
 
Christmas Vespers 
December 6 at 6p | Knowles Memorial Chapel 
December 7 at 6p | Knowles Memorial Chapel 
December 8 at 6p | Knowles Memorial Chapel 
An evening of carols and lessons performed by the Virginia S. & W. W. Nelson Department of Music 
choral and instrumental ensembles.  **This event is ticketed. See above. 
 
 

Second Stage Series 
The Second Stage Series is produced by Rollins Players and the Department of Theatre and Dance. 
Shows are directed by students. All performances are free and open to the public. Seating is on a 
first come, first served basis. If you would like to make arrangements for your class or club to attend 
as a group, please contact boxoffice@rollins.edu.  
 
Bakersfield Mist 
Written by Stephen Sachs 
Directed by Allison Wilson ‘20 
September 25 – 27 at 8p 
September 28 at 2p and 8p 
 
How does Maude, unemployed and living in a trailer park, prove that her thrift store purchase is 
actually a priceless masterpiece by Jackson Pollock? At the center of the play is the question of what 
makes great art, and the role of class, education, and aesthetic training in answering that question.  
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Speech & Debate 
Written by Stephen Karam 
Directed by Chase Walker ‘20 
November 6 – 8 at 8p 
November 9 at 2p and 8p 
 
At the crossroads between adolescence and adulthood, three social outcasts unite to form the school's 
new Speech and Debate team. From Tony Award-winning playwright Stephen Karam, this 
contemporary comedy explores what young adults must do in order to find a voice and speak up 
against serious issues. 
 
 

Winter Park Institute 
Winter Park Institute programs are ticketed. Faculty and staff receive two complimentary tickets to 
each speaker, while students receive one complimentary ticket. Make reservations by contacting 
boxoffice@rollins.edu or (407) 646-2145. Let the box office know if you would like to attend with 
another patron, as seats are assigned. 
 
Zeid Ra’ad Al-Hussein  
September 17 at 7p | Tiedtke Concert Hall, Keene Music Building 
Former United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al-Hussein, will present 
“Global Challenges to Human Rights Today.”  
 
**Jose Antonio Vargas  
October 17 at 7p | Warden Arena, Alfond Sports Center 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author, Emmy-nominated filmmaker, producer and advocate for immigration 
rights Jose Antonio Vargas presents “Migration: The Changing Landscape of Immigration, Travel and 
America.” 
** Please note that tickets are not required for students, faculty, and staff wishing to attend this 
particular WPI event. Simply present your R-card to the event staff upon entering the Warden Arena. In 
order to be seated with your class or a group, arrive at least fifteen minutes prior to the start of the 
program and enter the venue with your party. 
  
Annika Sorenstam 
November 18  at 7 p | Bush Auditorium, Bush Science Center  
Annika Sorenstam, Swedish-American award-winning LPGA golfer, businesswoman, and ambassador 
for healthy and active lifestyles, presents “Journey from Hall-of-Fame Golfer to Entrepreneur and 
Philanthropist.” 
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